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the Sira it is just possible that a twist may be given to the narrative by an 
editor such as I.H. 

The writers from whom some of the original can be recovered are: 

1. Muhammad b. "Umar al-Waqidi, d. 207 

2. Abu'l-Walid Muhammad b. Abdullah al-Azraq! from his grand- 

f h h mmadb * 1 2 * 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 * 12 Sa'd d 2 o 

4. Abu ’Abdullah Muhammad b. Muslim b. Qutayba, d. 270 or 276 

5. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Bal3dhuri, d. 279 

6. Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, d. 310 

7. Abu Sa’id al-Hasan b. 'Abdullah al-Sir3fi, d. 368. 

8. Abu’l-Hasan 'All b. Muhammad b. Habib al-M3wardi, d. 450 

9. Abu’l-Hasan 'All b. al-Athir, d. 630 

10. Yusuf b. Yahy5 al-T3dali known as I. al-Zayy3t, d. 627 

n. Ism3'il b. 'Umar b. Kathir, d. 774 

12. Abu’l-Fadl Ahmad b. 'All . . . b. Hajar al-'Asqal3ni, d. 852/1449. 
For our purpose none of these has the importance of T. whose text 
rests on the riwdya of Salama and Yunus b. Bukayr. Besides the important 

he it is who reports from I.I. the prophet’s temporary concession to poly- 
1. al-W5qidi. Only the 
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PART I 




IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE 
THE MERCIFUL 

PRAISE BELONGS TO GOD THE LORD OF THE 
WORLDS AND MAY HIS BLESSING BE UPON 
OUR LORD MUHAMMAD AND HIS FAMILY, 
ALL OF THEM 1 


This is the book of the biography of the apostle of God. 

Muhammad was the son of 'Abdullah, b. 'Abdu’I-Muftalib (whose name 
was Shayba), b. Hashim (whose name was 'Amr), b. 'Abdu Manaf (whose 
lame was al-Mughira), b. Qusayy (whose name was Zayd), b. K" ' 


vam, b. Nahur, b. Tayrah, b. Ya'r 
>. Ibrahim, the friend of the Con 


shadh, b. S 3 m, b. Nuh, b. 


ik, b. Mattushalakh, b. Akhnukh, who is 
it they allege, 2 but God knows best (he 
m prophec 


>. Mahlil, b. Qaynan, b. Yanish, b. Shith, b 


Isma'il b. Ibrahim begat twelve sons: Nabit the eldest, Qaydhar, Adhbul, 
Mabsha, Misma', MashI, Dimma, Adhr, Tayma, Yatur, Nabish, Qayd- 
huma. Their mother was Ra'la d. Mudad b. 'Amr al-Jurhuml (u). 
Jurhum was the son of Yaqtan b. 'Aybar b. Shalikh, and [Yaqtan was] 3 
Qah|an b. 'Aybar b. Shalikh. According to report Isma'il lived 130 years, 
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i ‘lababi lababi’ mean ‘no matter’ in thetfimyan language (28). 
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ould remain unaltered because of God’s good 
:y would receive it (42). 
via 'Amra daughter of 'Abdu’l-Rahman b. 
'A’isha said: ‘I saw the leader of the elephant 
” ’ ' crippled begging f r 


The Life of Muhammad 29 

God sent a wind bringing pebbles from above them 
And they huddled together like lambs.' 

But they bleated like sheep (44). 
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Bringing the victim a speedy death. 

Drink your fill, for they are dead, 

Which afterwards become urine (53). 

'Adiy b. Zayd al-Hiri, one of B. Tamim, said: 
What is there after San '5’ in which once lived 


Answered at even by a flute player. 

They travelled on mules laden with death, 

Persians 2 replaced the native born, 

Persian generals were firmly settled there (54). 






became king, he being the son of Dhu Ya 


Spre“ nce^ Sayf 


s U mmoned V moftheKinKSO f, h 

ity of Ibn 

Chosroes and made Sayf king of the Yaman, 
j them and si ' ' 






when suddenly they surrounded him and stabbed him to death. 


Oneo 


Aryaj, Abraha, Yaksum, and Masruq (55). 


To tfimyar the righteous. 

To whom belongs the kingdom of Dhimar? 


To the free Persians. 

To Quraysh the merchants (56). 




sun 








Kinana had four sons: al-Nadr, Malik, 'Abdu Manat, and Milkan. 
Nadr’s mother was Barra d. Murr b. Udd b. Tabikha b. al-Ya’s b. Mudar; 
the other sons were by another woman (83). 

It is said that Quraysh got their name from their gathering together after 
they had been separated, for gathering together may be expressed by 
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As he slew the guilty and the innocent (91).* 

They were a people of a lively reputation among GhatafJn and Qays, 

may go wherever they like without fear of violence. Zuhayr b. Abu SulmS 

Think! If they are not in al-Marurat in their dwellings 
Then they will be in Nakhl, 5 
A place where I have enjoyed their fellowship. 

al-A'shS of B. Qays b. Tha'laba said : 6 
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Weapon in either hand full of vigour he rode 
Dismounting to fight the dismounted on foot ; ^ ^ 

As the swooping hawk carries the partridge in its claws (95). 
Qusayy b. Kilab had four sons and two daughters: 'Abdu Manaf, 
'Abdu’l-Dar, 'Abdu’l-'Uzza, and 'Abdu Qusayy; and Takhmur and Barra. 
Their mother was HubbS d. IJulayl b. Habashiya b. Salul b. Ka'b b. 
•Amr al-Khuza'I (96). 

'Abdu Manaf whose name was al-Mughlra b. Qusayy had four sons: 
HSshim, 'Abdu Shams, al-Muttalib, their mother being 'Atika d. Murra b. 
Hilal b. Falij b. Dhakwan b. Tha'laba b. Buhtha b. Sulaym b. MansQr b. 
'Ikrima; and Naufal, whose mother was WSqida d. 'Amr al-MSziniya, i.e. 
Mazin b. Man?ur b. Tkrima (97). 


While 'Abdu’l-Muttalib was sleeping ii 


Quraysh. Jurhum had filled 


i of Quraysh, Isaf and Na’ila, al 


of Abraham where G 




ism 




























Bewailing him with floods of tears. 

They mourn a man generous and liberal, 

Rejecting injustice, who settled the greatest matters. 

Benign was his nature as he smiled at the night’s guests. 
They weep prostrated by sorrow, ^ 

They mourned him when time exiled them from him, 
Their faces pale like camels denied ^water ^ ^ 

I passed the night in pain watching the stars 
I wept and my little daughters wept to share my grief. 
No prince is their equal or peer, 

Among those left behind none are like their offspring. 
Their sons are the best of sons, 

And they are the best of men in the face of disaster. 
How many a smooth running fast horse have they given, 
How many a captive mare have they bestowed, 

How many a fine mettled Indian sword, 

How many a lance as long as a well rope, 

How many slaves did they give for the asking, 

Lavishing their gifts far and wide. ^ 

I could not exhaust their generous acts; 

They are the foremost in pure descent 
Wherever men boast of their forbears, 

The ornament of the houses which they left 
So that they have become solitary and forsaken, 


May God spare the unfortunate (family)! (108) 


By the ‘father of the women with dishevelled h 
Hashim b. 'Abdu Manaf. 

Following his uncle al-Muttalib, 'Abdu’l-Mujtalib 
the duties of watering and feeding the pilgrims and ca 
of his forefather^ with his people. He attained such 
his forefathers enjoyed; his people loved him and his 
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Muftalib.’ ‘No, by God,' he 
three times.’ This they did at 
They were duly slaughtered 
hindered (from eating them) 
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Ma'dSn al KalS'I told me that some of the apostle’s companions asked him 
to tell them about himself. He said: ‘I am what Abraham my father prayed 
for and the good news of (T- my brother) Jesus. When my mother was . 

they extracted a black drop from it and threw it away ; then they washed my 


The apostle of God used to say, There is no prophet but has shepherded 
a flock. When they said, ‘You, too, apostle of God ?’, he said ‘Yes.’ 

of you all. I am of Quraysh, and I was suckled among the B. Sa'd b. Bakr. 
It is alleged by some, but God knows the truth, that when his foster-mother 
brought him to Mecca he escaped her among the crowd while she was 
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-Mughlra b. 'Abdullah b. 
eat man of Quraysh, urged 


























: brought him the palm shoots he planted them with his own hand ; (jj) 'Ubaydullah b. Jahsh b. Ri’ab b 

»od, not one of them died. Thus I had delivered the palm-trees, b. Ghanm b. Dudan b. Asad b. Kh 

aoney was still owing. Now the apostle had been given a piece of d. 'Abdu’l-Muftalib ; (iii) 'UthmJn 











It says, ‘I will never give in 

Because the load chafes my sides.’ 2 

My brother, (my mother’s son and then my uncle). 

Uses words which do not please me. 

Yet if I wished I could say things 
Of which I hold the keys and door. 

I was told by one of the family of Zayd b. 'Amr b. Nufayl that when 
Zayd faced the Ka'ba inside the mosque he used to say, ‘Labbayka in truth, 
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in secret only. When they got to know of that they told al-KhaJfab ; 
from it. He said, making much of its sanctity against those of his people 
O God, I am of the holy land, no outsider, 

Hwd b%“§i hC Centre ° f tHC P ' aCe 

Then he went forth seeking the religion of Abraham, questioning monks 
and Rabbis until he had traversed al-Mausil and the whole of Mesopo- 

and the monk replied, ‘You are seeking a religion to which no one today 
can guide you, but the time of a prophet who will come forth from your '49 

the Haniflya, the religion of Abraham, so stick to it, for he is about to be 
sent now and this is his time.’ Now Zayd had sampled Judaism and Chris- 

away at once making for Mecca ; but when he was well inside the country 
of Lakhm he was attacked and killed. 

Waraqa b. Naufal b. Asad composed this elegy over him: 

You were altogether on the right path Ibn 'Amr, 

You have escaped hell’s burning oven 
By serving the one and only God 

You have reached a noble dwelling 

Wherein you will rejoice in your generous treatment. 



compassion to mankind, 










PART II 






























Abu Sufyan averted his face from 





Clement, rightly guided, just, serious, 

By God! but that I might create a precedent 2 

That would be brought against our sheikhs in assemblies, 

They know that our son is not held a liar by us, 


Ahmad has struck so deep a root among us 
That the attacks of the arrogant fail to affect him. 

I shielded and defended him myself by every means (172). 1 



Qunfudh is I. ‘Uma - 
Murra. Abu’l-Walid 
al-Thaqafl ally of B. ! , . 

Al-Aswad is I. 'Abdu Yaghuth b. Wahb b. ’Abdu Man5f b. Zuhra b. 
Kilab; Subay’ is I. Khalid brother of B. al-H3rith b. Fihr; Naufal is I. 
Khuwaylid b. Asad b. 'Abdu’l-'Uzza b. Qusayy. 














H^bcganthc Sura with H 
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With his wife, the bearer of the wood, aghast, 

I was told that Umm Jamil, the bearer of the wood, when she hear 


















the three battles were over. Their names were Abu Jahl and al-Harith, sons 
of HishSm. Of their allies 'Ammar b. YSsir, though it is doubted whether 

From B. Jumah b. 'Amr b. Husays b. Ka'b: 'Uthman b. Maz'un b. 
Habib b. Wahb b.Hudhafa and his son al-Sa’ib b. 'Uthman; and Qudama 

From B. Sahm b. 'Amr b. Husays b. Ka'b: Khunays b. Hudhafa b. 
three battles above mentioned. 

From B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b: 'Amir b. Rabi'a- one of their allies, with his 
wife Layla d. Abu Hathma b. Hudhafa b. Gnanim. 

From B. 'Amir b. Lu’ayy: 'Abdullah b. Makhrama b. 'Abdu’l-'Uzza 
b. Abu Qays ; Abdullah b. Suhayl b. 'Amr. He was held back from the 

Badr was joined he deserted the polytheists and joined the battle on the 


‘True,’ said the latter, T have found him loyal and honourable in his 
protection, but I don’t want to ask anyone but God for protection; so 

[On another occasion when] Labid b. Rabi'a b. Malik b. Ja'far b. 
Kilab was in an assembly of the Quraysh when 'Uthman was present he 

True! inteijected 'Uthman; but when he went on: 244 

And everything lovely must inevitably cease, 

'Uthman cried, 'You lie! The joy of Paradise will never cease.’ Labid 
said: ‘O men of Quraysh your friends never used to be annoyed thus. 

answered: ‘This is one of those louts with Muhammad. They have aban- 
doned our religion. Take no notice of what he says.’ 'Uthm3n objected 
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From B. Salim b. 'Auf b. 'Amr b. al-Khazraj of the clan of B. al-'Ajl3n 
b. Zayd b. Ghanm b. Salim: al-'AbbSs b. 'Ubada b. Nadal'a b. Malik b. 

B. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal b. Jusham b. al-Harith b. al Khazraj b. 'Amr b. Malik b. 
al-Aus (234). 

From B. 'Amr b. 'Auf b. Malik b. al-Aus: 'Uwaym b. Sa'ida. 

Yazid b. Abu Habib from Abu Marthad b. 'Abdullah al-Yazani 
'Abdu’l-Rahman b. 'Usayla al-Sann3ji from 'Ubada b. al-Samit tolt 
‘I was present at the first 'Aqaba. There were twelve of us and we pl< 
ourselves to the prophet after the manner of women and that was t 

obey him in what was right; if we fulfilled this paradise would be ours; if 
we committed any of those sins it was for God to punish or forgive as 

Al-Zuhri from 'A’idhullah b. 'Abdullah al-Khaulani Abu Idris said that 
'Ubada b. al-Samit told him that ‘We gave allegiance to the apostle that 
we would associate nothing with God, not steal, not commit fornication, 

was right ; if we fulfilled this paradise would be ours ; and if we committed 

as expiation ; if the sin was concealed until the Day of Resurrection, then 
it would be for God to decide whether to punish or to forgive.’ 

When these men left, the apostle sent with them Mu$‘ab b. 'Umayr b. 
Hashim b. 'Abdu Man3f . . . and instructed him to read the Quran to them : 

Medina Mus'ab was called ‘The Reader’ ; he lodged with As'ad b. Zurara. 

'Asim b. 'Umar told me that he used to lead the prayers because Aus 
and Khazraj could not bear to see one of their rivals take the lead. 
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with you (238).”^ ^ tl d “B ' 1 1 d th t 



b. Ishaq al-MuJtalibi (they were): 

From al-Khazraj : Abu Umama As'ad b. Zurara . . . b. al-Najj 5 r who was 
Taym Allah b. Tha'Iaba b. 'Amr b. al-Khazraj ; Sad b. al-Rabi' b. 'Amr b. 
Abu Zuhayr b. Malik b. Imru’u’l-Qays b. Malik b. Tha'Iaba b. Ka’b b. al- 
Khazraj b. al-Harith b. al-Khazraj ; 'Abdullah b. Rawiha b. Tha'Iaba of the 
same line; Rafi' b. Malik b. al-'Ajlan b. 'Amr . . al-Bara' b. Ma'rur b. 
Sakhr b. Khansa’ b. Sinan b. 'Ubayd b. 'Adiy b. Ghanm b. Ka‘b b. Salama 
b. Sa'd b. 'All b. Asad b. Sarida b. Tazld b. Jusham b. al-Khazraj ; 'Abdul- 
lah b. 'Amr b. Haram b. Tha'Iaba b. Haram b. Ka'b b. Ghanm b. Ka’b b. 
Salama . . . ; 'Ubada b. al-S 3 mit b. Qays b. Asram . . . (239). Sa'd b. 'Ubada 
b. Dulaym b. Haritha b. Abu Hazima b. Tha'Iaba b. Tarif b. al-Khazraj b. 
Sa'ida b. Ka'b b. al-Khazraj ; al-Mundhir b. 'Amr b. Khunays b. Haritha 
b. Laudhan b. 'Abdu Wudd b. Zayd b. Tha'Iaba b. al-Khazraj of the same 
line (240)^ a ^ Jb ^ j b S’ ’kb 'Ark b R.-fi' b I ’ '1 
Qays b. Zayd b. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal b. Jusham b. al-H 3 rith b. al-Khazraj b. 
'Amr b. Malik b. al-Aus; Sa'd b. Khaythama b. al-Harith b. Malik b. Ka'b 
b. al-NahhaJ b. Ka'b b. Haritha b. Ghanm b. al-Salm b. Imru’u’l-Qays b. 
Malik b. al-Aus; Rifa'a b. 'Abdu 1 -Mundhir b. Zubayr b. Zayd b. Umayya 
b. Zayd b. Malik b. 'Auf b. 'Amr b. 'Auf b. Malik b. al-Aus (241). 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr told me that the apostle said to the Leaders: ‘You 
are the sureties for your people just as the disciples of Jesus, Son of Mary, 
were responsible to him, while I am responsible for my people, i.e. the 

'Asim b. 'Umar b. Qatada told me that when the people came together 
to plight their faith to the apostle, al-'Abbas b. 'Ubada b. Nadia al-Ansari, 
brother of B. Salim b. 'Auf, said, ‘0 men of Khazraj, do you realize to 


will profit you in this world and the next.’ They said that they would 
accept the apostle on these conditions. But they asked what they would 
get in return for their loyalty, and the apostle promised them paradise. 
They said, ‘Stretch forth your hand,’ and when he did so they pledged 

tion more securely on them. 'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr said that he said it 
merely to keep the people back that night, hoping that 'Abdullah b. Ubayy 
b. SalOl would come and so give more weight to his people’s support. But 
God knows best which is right (242). 

hand in fealty; the B. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal say that he was not, for Abu’l- 

brothcr 'Abdullah b. Ka'b from his father Ka'b b. Malik that al-Bara’ was 
the first and the people followed him. When we had all pledged ourselves 
Satan shouted from the top of al-'Aqaba in the most penetrating voice I 
have ever heard, 'O people of the stations of Mina, do you want this repro- 
bate 1 and the apostates 2 who are with him? They have come together to 

the son of Azyab. Do you hear, O enemy of God, I swear I will make an 
end of you! (243)/ 

The apostle then told them to disperse and go back to their caravan, and 
al-'Abbas b. 'Ubada said, ‘By God, if you wish it we will fall on the people 
of Mina tomorrow with our swords.’ He replied, ‘We have not been com- 
manded to do that ; but go back to your caravan.’ So we went back to our 
beds and slept until the morrow. 

With the morning the leaders of Quraysh came to our encampment say- 
ing that they had heard that we had come to invite Muhammad to leave 

that there was no Arab tribe that they would fight more reluctantly than us. 
Thereupon the polytheists of our tribe swore that nothing of the kind had 
happened and they knew nothing of it. And here they were speaking the 
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After his companions had left, the apostle stayed in Mecca waiting for 
were left but those under restraint and those who had been forced to aposta- 

had migrated to join them, and knew that they had settled in a new home 
since they knew that he had decided to fight them. So they assembled 

authority of 'Abdullah b. Abu Najlh from Mujahid b. Jubayr father of 
'Abdullah b. 'Abbas told me that when they had fixed a day to come to a 

counsel and advice. He was invited to enter and there he found the 
leaders of Quraysh. From B. 'Abdu Shams were 'Utba and Shayba sons 
of Rabl'a; and Abu Sufy3n. From B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manaf Tu'ayma 
b. 'Adly; Jubayr b. Mut'im; and al-Harith b. 'Amir b. Naufal. From B. 

'Uzza Abu’l-Bakhtari b. Hisham and Zam'a b. al-Aswad b. al-Muttalib ; 
and Hakim b. Hizam. From B. Makhzum Abu Jahl b. Hisham. From 

The discussion opened with the statement that now that Muhammad 
Zuhayr and Nabigha, and others. The shaykh objected to this on the 
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Sahl died in Iraq while he was with him. Hind b. Sa'd b. Said b. Hunayf 
The apostle stayed in Quba’ among B. 'Amr b. 'Auf from Monday to 

stayed longer with them, and God knows the truth of the matter. Friday 
mosque which is in the bottom of the Wadi Rinuna'. This was the first 
Ttban b. Malik and "Abbas b. "Ubada b. Nadia with some of B. Salim 

God’s orders; so they let her go until she came to the home of B. Bay 3 da, 
where he was met by Ziy 3 d b. Labid and Farwa b. "Amr with some of their 
clansmen. They gave the same invitation and met with the same reply. 
The same thing happened with B. Sa’ida when Sa'd b. "Ubada and 

Khazraj represented by Sa'd b. al-Rabi" and Kharija b. Zayd and "Abdullah 
b. Rawaha; and with B. 'Adiy b. al-Najj8r (who were his nearest maternal 
relatives the mother of "Abdui-MuJtalib Salma d. 'Amr being one of their 
women), being represented by Salif b. Qays and Abu Sail; and Usayra b. 
Abu Kharija. Finally the camel came to the home of B. Malik b. al-Najjar 
when it knelt at the door of his mosque, which at that time was used as a 
drying-place for dates and belonged to two young orphans of B. al-Najjar 
of B. Malik clan, who were under the protection of Mu'adh b. *Afra’, 
Sahl and Suhayl the sons of "Amr. When it knelt the apostle did not alight, 
and it got up and went a short distance. The apostle left its rein free, not 

knelt at first and knelt there again. It shook itself and lay exhausted with 

Zayd took his baggage into the house (T. The Ans3r invited him to stay with 
them, hut he said ‘A man (stays) with his baggage) 1 and the apostle stayed 

337 The apostle ordered that a mosque should be built, and he stayed with 
Abu Ayyub until the mosque and his houses were completed. The 

muhajirin and the ansar laboured hard. One of the Muslims rhymed: 
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This is my brother.’ So God’s apostle, the lord of the sent ones and leader 


n b. Malik brother of B. Salim . . . b. al-Khazraj. 


Mas ud the ally of the B. Zuhra. * P 

'UthmSn b. ’Affan and Aus b. ThSbit b. al-Mundhir 
al-Najjar. Talha b. 'Ubaydullah and Ka’b b. Malik brot 


habit b. Qays b. al-Shammas brother of the B. al-Harith b. al-Khazraj 


The Jews and the Arab hypocrites are sure to say “If he were a prophet 
his companion would not die” and (truly) I have no power from God for 

'A?im b. 'Umar b. Qatada al-Ans5ri told me that when Abu Umama died 
the B. al-Najjar came to the apostle, for Abu Umama was their leader, saying 
that he held the high rank the apostle knew of and would he appoint some- 
one from among them to act in his place ; to which the apostle replied, ‘You 
are my maternal uncles, and we belong together so I will be your leader.’ 
The apostle did not want to prefer any one of them to the others. Hence- 
forth the B. al-Najjar regarded themselves as highly honoured in having 
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the kidneys andtfie fat (except what was upon the back), for that used to be 

The apostle wrote to the Jews of Khaybar according to what a freedman 
of the family of Zayd b. Thabit told me from 'Ikrima or from Sa'id b. 
Jubayr from Ibn 'Abbas: ‘In the name of God the compassionate the 
merciful from Muhammad the apostle of God friend and brother of 
Moses who confirms what Moses brought. God says to you, O scripture 
folk, and you will find it in your scripture “Muhammad is the apostle of 
God; and those with him are severe against the unbelievers, merciful 
among themselves. Thou seest them bowing, falling prostrate seeking 
bounty and acceptance from God. The mark of their prostrations is on their 
foreheads. That is their likeness in the Torah and in the Gospel like a 
seed which sends forth its shoot and strengthens it and it becomes thick 
and rises straight upon its stalk delighting the sowers that He may anger the 
unbelievers with them. God has promised those who believe and do well 
forgiveness and a great reward.” 1 I adjure you by God, and by what 
He has sent down to you, by the manna and quails He gave as food to your 
tribes before you, and by His drying up the sea for your fathers when 
He delivered them from Pharaoh and his works, that you tell me, Do 
377 you^find in^ what He has sent down to you that you should believe in 

compulsion upon you. “The right path has become plainly distinguished 

^Among! thow Jlopk yOU '° ^ P Q Phe ‘ <3 ‘ 3) j . „ 

the rabbis and unbelieving Jews who used to ask him questions and annoy 
him in confusing truth with falsehood — as I was told on the authority of 
'Abdullah b. ‘Abbas and Jabir b. 'Abdullah b. Ri’5b— was Abu Yasir b. 
Akhjab who passed by the apostle as he was reciting the opening words of 
The Cow: ‘Alif, Lam, Mlm, That is the book about which there is no 
doubted He came to hit brother Huyayy who was with some other Jews 

When he said that he had they said : God sent prophets before you but we 
do not know of anyone of them being told how long his kingdom would 
last and how long his community would last. Huyayy went up to his men 
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Similar questions were asked and answered in respect of Alif Lam Ra 23 1 ; 

long duration.’ Then they left him. Abu Yasir said to his brother Huyayy 
and the others, ‘How do you know that all these totals should not be added 
together to make a grand total of 734 years?’ They answered, ‘His affair 
is obscure to us.’ They allege that these verses came down in reference to 
them: ‘The plain verses are the mother of the Book ; the rest are obscure.’ 1 

down about the people of NajrSn when they came to the apostle to ask 

that they were sent down about a number of Jews, but he did not explain 
that to me. God knows best. 

According to what I heard from 'Ikrima, freedman of Ibn 'Abbas or 
from Sa'id b. Jubayr from Ibn 'Abb5s, Jews used to hope that the 
apostle would be a help to them against Aus and Khazraj before his mission 
began ; and when God sent him from among the Arabs they disbelieved 
in him and contradicted what they had formerly said about him. 1 Mu'adh 
b. Jabal and Bishr b. al-Bara’ b. Ma'rur brother of the B. Salama said to 
them: ‘O Jews, fear God and become Muslims, for you used to hope for 
Muhammad’s help against us when we were polytheists and to tell us that 379 
he would be sent and describe him to us.’ Salta b. Mishkam, one of B. 
al-Natjlr, said, ‘He has not brought us anything we recognize and. he is 

have, though beforehand they were asking for help against those who 

Malik b. al-Sayf 4 said when the apostle had been sent and they were 
reminded of the condition that had been imposed on them and what God 


that whenever they make a covenant a party of them set it aside ? Nay most 
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vhom the prophet freed after Zaynab 
belonged [by capture] to some of 
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strengthen those that believe.’ i.e. help those that believe. 

apostle and he who opposes God and His apostle (will find) God severe 
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Of Khazraj b. Haritha b. Tha'laba b. 'Amr b. 'Amir of the tribe of B. 
Harith subdivision B. Imru’ul-Qays b. Malik b. Tha'laba b. Ka'b b. al- 
Khazraj b. al-Harith b. al-Khazraj: Kharija b. Zayd b. Abu Zuhayr b. 
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'Ubada b. al-Samit b. Qays b. Asram and his brother Aus. Total 2 men. 

Tha'laba b. Da'd ; this man was known as Qauqal. Total 1 man. 

Of B. Qurvush b. Ghanm b. Umayya b. Laudhan b. Salim (459)- 




il-Najjar (491): 

3. Qays. Total s°4 
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glory of his father’s and his mother’s kin raise 1 

over the glorious chief Ibn HishSm, 

1 of creatures, save Abu’l-Walld and his family, 
it them special favour. 

p for those who ran to evil ways? 
e you not mentioned the virtues of our people 
glorious, purposeful, tolerant, courageous one, 
ihet, soul of virtue and generosity, 


.obsesses thy mind in sleep 
,e sleeper a drink with cool lips 
,k mingled with pure water 
ine red as the blood of sacrifices, 
he rump, her buttocks ripples of fat, 
Vivacious, not hasty in swearing an oath. 



painful punishment! (541). 
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The Banu Asad were disappointed and their raiders returned 
On the^day of the Well in misery and disgrace. 

Hurled from the back of his galloping steed : 

He met his end with his weapons, good fighter as he was 


The man Zam'a we left with his throat severed, 

His life blood flowing away, 

His forehead cushioned in the dust, 

His nostrils defiled with filth ; 

Ibn Qays escaped with a remnant of his tribe 

HassSn also said:* 

Can anyone say if the Meccans know 

How we slew the unbelievers in their evil hour? 

We killed their leaders in the battle 
And they returned a shattered force; 

We killed Abu Jahl and 'Utba before him, 

And Shayba fell forward with his hands outstretched. 1 
We killed Suwayd and 'Utba after him. 


Of lofty line, illustrious among his people. 

We left them as meat for hyaenas 
Later to bum in Hell fire." 

I ’faith Malik’s horsemen and their followers were no protection 
When they met us at Badr (544). 

Hassan also said s 

Hakim’s speed saved him on the day of Badr 
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Heroes where the coward turns at bay, 

Hassin also said: 

Thanks to God we fear not an army 

How many they be with their assembled troops. 

Whenever they brought a multitude against us 

At Badr we raised our spears aloft, 

Death did not dismay us. 

You could not see a body of men 

But we put our trust [in God^ and said I 6 " ^ UP ’ 

Though but a band against their thousands. 

Hassan also said, satirizing B. Jumah and those of them who were slain: 
Banu Jumah rushed headlong to disaster 1 because of their unlucky 

(The mean man inevitably meets humiliation). 

They were conquered and slain at Badr, 

They deserted in all directions, 

They rejected the scripture and called Muhammad liar. 

But God makes the religion of every apostle victorious; 

The two KhSlids and SS'id b. 'Aqll!° ’ 

'Ubayda b. al-Hirith said about the battle of Badr, and the cutting off of 
his foot when it was smitten in the fight, when he and Hamza and 'All 
fought their enemies (546): 




As the doves mourn upon the leafy boughs, 
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Hyaenas or jackals would have devoured your flesh (594). 
Al-Harith b. Hisham, answering Abu SufyJn, said : 

Had you seen what they did at Badr’s pool 









382 The Life of Muhammad 

answered, ‘He said to me in Mecca that he would kill me, and, by God, if 
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The apostle made for a rock on the mountain to climb it. He had become 

so when he tried to get up he could not do so!* Talha b. ‘Ubaydullah 577 
squatted beneath him and lifted him up until he settled comfortably upon it. 
Yahya b. 'Abbad b. ’Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father from ‘Abdul- 

“Talha earned paradise when he did what he did for the apostle (606).'” 

The army had fled away from the apostle until some of them went as far 
as al-Munaqqa near al-A'was. 1 ‘Asim b. 'Umar b. Qatada from Mahmud 
b. Labid told me that when the apostle went out to Uhud Husayl b. J 5 bir, 
who was al-YamSn Abu Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman, and Thabit b. Waqsh 
were sent up into the forts with the women and children. They were both 

you? Neither of us will live much longer. 1 We are certain to die today or 
tomorrow, so let us take our swords and join the apostle. Perhaps God will 
grant us martyrdom with him.’ So they took their swords and sallied out 
until they mingled with the army. No one knew anything about them. 
Thabit was killed by the polytheists and Husayl by the swords of the Mus- 

father.’ They said, ‘By God, we^fid nof know him,’ and they’ spoke the 
truth. Hudhayfa said, ‘May God forgive you, for He is most compassion- 
ate.’ The apostle wanted to pay his blood-money, but Hudhayfa gave it 
as alms to the Muslims and that increased his favour with the apostle. 

‘A§im also told me that a man called Haftb b. Umayya b. Rifi*, who had 578 
a son called Yazld, was grievously wounded at Uhud and was brought to 
his people's settlement at the point of death. His kinsmen gathered round 
and the men and women began to say to him, ‘Good news of the garden 
(of paradise), O son of Hatib.’ Now Hatib was an old man who had lived 
long in the heathen period and his hypocrisy appeared then, for he said, 
‘What good news do you give him? Of a garden of rue? 3 By God, you 
have robbed this man of his life by your deception (and brought great 
sorrow on me.’ Tab.). 

‘Asim told me: ‘There was a man among us, a stranger of unknown 
origin called Quzman. The apostle used to say when he was mentioned, 

“He belongs to the people of hell.” On the day of Uhud he fought fiercely 
and killed^seven or eight polytheists single-handed, he being a stout 

?afar. The Muslims began to say to him, “You have done gallantly, Quz- 
man, be of good cheer!” "Why should I,” he said, “I only fought for the 
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Za'ura’ b. Jusham b. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal ; and 'Ubayd b. al-Tayyihan (626); 

and Habib b. Yazld b. Taym. 3. 

Of B. Zafar : Yazid b. Hatib b. Umayya b. Rafi'. 1. 

Of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf of the subdivision B. Dubay'a b. Zayd: Abu Sufyan 
b. al-Harith b. Qays b. Zayd ; Hanzala b. Abu 'Amir b. Sayfi b. Nu'man 
b. Malik b. Ama, the man washed by the angels whom Shaddad b. al- 

608 Aswad b. Sha'ub al-Laythl killed (627). 2. 

Of B. 'Ubayd b. Zayd: Unays b. Qatada. 1. 

Of B. Tha'laba b. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Abu Hayya, brother to Sa'd b. Khay- 
thama by his mother (628) ; and ’Abdullah b. Jubayr b. al-Nu'man who 

Of B. al-Salm b. Imru’ul-Qays b. Malik b. al-Aus: Khaythama Abu 
Sa'd b. Khaythama. 1. 

Of their allies from B. al-'Ajl3n: 'Abdullah b. Salama. 1. 

Of B. Mu'Swiya b. Malik: Subay' b. Hatib b. al-Harith b. Qays b. 
Haysha (629). 1. 

Of B. al-Najjar, of the clan of B. Saw3d b. Malik b. Ghanm: ‘Amr b. 
Qays and his son Qays (630); and Thabit b. 'Amr b. Zayd; and 'Amir b. 
Makhlad. 4. 

Of B. Mabdhul: Abu Hubayra b. al-Harith b. 'Alqama b. ’Amr b. 
Thaqf b. Malik b. Mabdhul ; and 'Amr b. Mutarrif b. 'Alqama b. 'Amr. 2. 
Of B. 'Amr b. Malik: Aus. b. Thabit b. al-Mundhir (631). 1. 

Of B. 'Adly b. al-Najjar: Anas b. al-Nadr b. parndam b. Zayd b. Haram 
b. Jundub b. 'Amir b. Ghanm b. 'Adly b. al-Najjar (632). 1. 

Of B. Mazin b. al-Najjar: Qays b. Mukhallad and Kays3n a slave of 

Of B. Dinar b. al-Najjar: Sulaym b. al-Harith ; and Nu'man b. 'Abdu 
Of B. al-Harith b. al-Khazraj: Kharija b. Zayd b. Abu Zuhayr; and 

Aus b. al-Arqam b. Zayd b. Qays b. Nu'man b. Malik b. Tha'laba b. 
Ka'b. 3. 

609 Of B. al-Abjar, the B. Khudra: Malik b. Sin3n b. 'Ubayd b. Tha'laba b. 
'Ubayd b. al-Abjar the father of Abu Sa'Id al-Khudri (633); and Sa'id b. 

Rafi' b. Mu'awiya b. 'Ubayd b. Tha'laba b. ‘Ubayd. 3. 

Of B. Sa'ida b. Ka'b b. al-Khazraj : Tha'laba b. Sa'd b. Malik b. Khalid 
b. Tha'laba b. Haritha b. 'Amr b. al-Khazraj b. Sa'ida; and Thaqf b. 
Farwa b. al-Badl. 2. 

Of B. X ar 'f, the family of Sa'd b. 'Ubada : 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. Wahb b. 
Tha'laba b. Waqsh b. Tha'laba b. Tarif; and Damra, an ally from B. 

Of B. 'Auf b. al-Khazraj of the clan of B. Salim of the subdivision of B. 
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Of B. Zurayq b. 'Amir: Dhakwan b. 'Abdu Qays; and 'Ubayd b. al- 
Mu'alla b. Laudhan (634). 2. 

An?3r was 65 men (635). 



Of the Quraysh from B. 'Abdu’l-Dar b. Qusayy who carried the standard : 
T’alha b. 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu’l-'Uzza b. 'Uthman b. 'Abdu’l-Dar whom 
'All killed ; and Abu Sa'id b. Abu falha whom Sa'd b. Abu WaqqSs killed 

(636) ; and 'Uthman b. Abu Talha whom Hamza killed; and Musafi' and 
al-Julas sons of Talha whom 'Asim b. Thabit b. Abu’l-Aqlah killed; and 
Kilab and al-Harith sons of Talha killed by Quzman an ally of B. Zafar 

(637) ; and Ar?a b. 'Abdu Shurahbil b. Hashim b. 'Abdu Man3f b. Abdu’l- 
Dar whom Hamza killed ; and Abu Zayd b. 'Umayr b. Hashim, &c., whom 
Quzman killed ; and Su'ab an Abyssinian slave of his also killed by Quzm3n 

(638) ; and al-Qasit b. Shurayh b. Hashim b. 'Abdu Manaf whom Quzman 61 
killed. 11. 

Of B. Asad b. Abdu’l-'Uzz3 b. Qusayy: 'Abdullah b. Humayd b. Zuhayr 
b. al-Harith b. Asad whom 'All killed. 1. 

Of B. Zuhra b. Kilab: Abu’l-Hakam b. al-Akhnas b. Shariq b. 'Amr b. 
Wahb al-Thaqafl, an ally of theirs whom 'All killed ; and Siba' b. 'Abdu’l- 
'Uzza — the latter’s name was ’Amr b. Nadia b. Ghubshan b. Salim b. 
Malakan b. Afsa— an ally from Khuza'a whom Hamza killed. 2. 

Of B. Makhzum b. Yaqaza: Hisham b. Abu Umayya b. al-Mughira 
whom Quzman killed; and al-Walid b. al-'As b. Hisham b. al-Mughira 
whom Quzman killed ; and Abu Umayya b. Abu Hudhayfa b. al-Mughira 
whom All killed ; and Khalid b. al-A'lam an ally whom Quzman killed. 4. 

Of B. Jumah b. 'Amr: 'Amr b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umayr b. Wahb b. Hudhafa 
b. Jumah who was Abu 'Azza whom the apostle killed when a prisoner; 
kd? d^^^ *■ k- Wahb b, Hudhafa b. Jumah whom the apostle 

Of B. 'Amir b. Lu’ayy: 'Ubayda b. Jabir; and Shayba b. Malik b. al- 
Mudarrih hnth nf whnm mu k,. n =_ „ 
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The habitual man of war is blood-stained, never free of care.' 

You will get such blows at our hands 

That the hyaenas will rejoice at the lumps of meat. 


(And God’s will must be done) it gave him discernment 

Had you come to the bottom of the torrent bed 
A swift stroke would have met you on the valley side, 

Bands of men round the Prophet would have confronted you 
With breastplates prepared for war, 

Men of Ghassan stock with drawn swords, 


They walk towards the dark clouds of battle 


Or as lions walk in a covert wetted by rain 
In long close-knit mail like a rippling pool, 
Which makes the strongest arrowhead useless 


And the sword recoil with blunted edge. 





















were 'Ikrima b. Abu Jahl; Sa'id b. 'Abdullah b. Abu Qays b. 'A1 
al-Akhnas b. Shariq al-Thaqafi, ally of B. Zuhra; 'Ubayda b 
Umayya b. Haritha b. al-Auqas al-Sulaml, ally of B. Umayy 
Shams; and Umayya b. Abu 'Utba and the B. al-Haclraml. 


Would that he had known what people hi 


Go to al-Raji' and ask about the abode of Lihyan ; 

If a he-goat were to rise up and address them one day 


Hudhayl asked the apostle for something disgraceful. 

They erred therein and went astray ; 

They asked their apostle what he would not grant them 
To their dying day and they were the disgrace of the Arabs. 

To be allowed what the scripture forbids! 


The tale of Khubayb and 'Asim 

Has ruined the name of Hudhayl ibn Mudrik. 

The tale of Lihyan has ruined their reputation, 
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o are true knights today.’ They galloped forward until they 
t the trench. When they saw it they exclaimed, ‘This is a device 
Arabs have never employed!’ (700). 


orse and hamstrung it and (T. or) beat its face ; then he advance 
nd they fought, the one circling round the other. 'All killed him 
avalry fled, bursting headlong in flight across the trench. 

[*When Amr issued his challenge to single combat 'All got u 

> sit down, for it was 'Amr. Then 'Amr repeated his challenge 






























i and Tha'laba b. Ghanama. 2. 

al-Najjar of the clan B. Dinar: Ka'b b. Zayd whom a random arrow 
slew (719). 1. 
e polytheists were killed : 

'Abdu’l-Dar: Munabbih b. 'Uthman b. 'Ubayd b. al-SabbSq hit 
Makhzum b.Yaqaza: Naufal b. 'Abdullah b. al-Mughlra. They 

































































Yazld b. 'Abdullah b. Qusayt told me that he was told from 'UbSda b. 
al-Samit: On the day of Khaybar the apostle forbade us to buy or sell gold 
ore for gold coin or silver ore for silver coin. He said, ‘Buy gold ore with 
silver coin and silver ore with gold coin.’ Then the apostle began to take 
the forts and the property one by one. 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr told me that one of Aslam told him that B. Sahm 
of Aslam came to the apostle and complained that they had fought and got 
nothing and found nothing with the apostle which he could give them. He 
said: ‘O God, You know their condition and that they have no strength, 
and that I have nothing to give them, so conquer for them the wealthiest 
of the enemy’s forts with the richest food.’ The following day God con- 
quered the fort of al-Sa'b b. Mu’Sdh which contained the richest food in 
Khaybar. 

760 When the apostle had conquered some of their forts and got possession 
of some of their property he came to their two forts al-WaJih and al-Sula- 
lim, the last to be taken, and the apostle besieged them for some ten nights 



cut away 4 and they came face to face. The tree remained bereft of 
branches like a man standing upright. Then Marhab attacked Muhammad 
b. Maslama and struck him. He took the blow on his shield and the sword 
bit into it and remained fast. Muhammad then gave Marhab a fatal wound. 

After Marhab’s death his brother Y5sir came out with his challenge: 

(Khaybar knows that I am YSsir, T- 1578 

Fully armed, a doughty warrior. 

Hisham b. ’Urwa alleged that al-Zubayr b. al-'Awwam went out to fight 
Yisir. His mother Saflya d. 'Abdu’l-Mupalib said, ‘Will he kill my son, O 
apostle?’ He replied, ‘Nay, your son will kill him, if God will.’ So al- 
Zubayr went out saying (T. 

Khaybar know that I am Zabbar, 
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Ab5n b. Salih and 'Abdullah b. AbO Najlh from 'Ati' b. Abu Rabah and 79» 
Mujahid Abu'l-Hajjaj from Ibn 'Abbas told me that the apostle married 
Maymuna d. al-HSrith in that journey of his when he was hardm. A1-' Abbas 
b. 'Abdu’l-MutJalib married him to her (782)/ 

The apostle remained three days in Mecca. Huwaytib b. 'A 
'Uzza b. Abu Qays b. 'Abdu Wudd b. Na?r b. Malik b. Hisl with 
Quraysh came to him on the third day because Quraysh had entrust) 
with the duty of sending the apostle out of Mecca. They said : ‘You 
is up, so get out from us.’ The apostle answered : ‘How would it har 
if you were to let me stay and I gave a wedding feast among you a 
prepared food and you came too?’ They replied, ‘We don’t neec 
food, so get out.’ So the apostle went out and left Abu Rafi' his cli 

charge of Maymuna until he brought her to him in Sartf. 5 (T. Ther 
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id separated themselves from Lakhm. 


A miserable night I had in Yathrib, 
Anxiety that robbed me of sleep when c 
At the thought of a friend my tears ran 
(Memory is oft the cause of weeping. 
Nay, the loss of a friend is a calamity, 
And how many a noble soul is afflicted ; 
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for her husband and the apostle granted it and she joined him in the 



O apostle of God, my tongue is repairing 
When I followed Satan in going astray. 

My flesh and my bones believe in my Lord. 

My heart bears witness that you are the Warner. 

When he became a Muslim he said also: 

Cares and anxieties withheld sleep from me 

O best of those, a swift light-footed 
Forgive raeforlhn I said and did’ 



mn 



Strong from top to bottom (809). 


As for Hubayra b. Abu Wahb al-Makhzuml, he lived there until he died 828 
an unbeliever. His wife was Umm Hani’ d. Abu Talib whose name was 
Hind. When he heard that she had become a Muslim he said: 

Does Hind long for you or do you know that she has asked about you ? 
Thus distance produces many changes. 

On a high inaccessible fort in NajrSn she has banished my sleep. 

When night falls her phantom roams abroad. 

O that reproacher who wakes me at night and blames me! 

She reproaches me by night — may her error err utterly! 

Asserting that if I obey my family I shall perish, 

But will anything but the loss of her kill me ? 












5 loose and scattered abroad ? 
1 to their (right) way 



khAlid’s journey to destroy al-'uzzA 
Then the apostle sent Khilid to al-'Uzz3 which was in Nakhla. It was a 
temple which this tribe of Quraysh and Kinana and all Mudar used to 
venerate. Its guardians and wardens were B. Shayban of B. Sulaym, allies 
of B. Hishim. When the SulamI guardian heard of Khalid’s coming he 
hung his sword on her, climbed the mountain on which she stood, and said : 
O 'Uzza, make an annihilating attack on Khalid, 








reduced them bv w. 
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ie apostle had set out he pitched his camp by Thaniyatu’l- 

It b. Ubayy (T. b. Salul) pitched his camp separately below him 
tion of Dhubab (T. a mountain in al-Jabbana below Thaniyat- 
Tt is alleged that it was not the smaller camp. When the 

:he hypocrites and doubters. (T- 'Abdullah was brother of 
Khazraj, and 'Abdullah b. Nabtal was brother of B. 'Amr b. 
J’a b. Zayd b. al-Tabut was brother of B. Qaynuqa'. These 
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and saluted the apostle, who said, ‘Woe to you, Abu Khaythama!’ Then 
he told the apostle what had happened, and he spoke him well and blessed 
him (861). 

When the apostle passed al-IJijr 1 he stopped, and the men got water 
from its well. When they went the apostle said, ‘Do not drink any of its 
water nor use it for ablutions. If you have used any of it for dough, then 
feed it to the camels and eat none of it. Let none of you go out at night 
alone but take a companion.’ The men did as they were told except two of 
them of B. Sa'ida: one went out to relieve himself and the other to look for 
a camel of his. The first was half choked on his way 1 and the second was 899 
carried away by a wind which cast him on the two mountains of Tayyi’. 

The apostle was told of this and reminded the men that he had forbidden 
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He who speaks speaks the truth, 

And he whom the angels 1 washed of his impurity were of us (874). 
l.fassan also said: 

These are my people if you ask, 

Large are the cooking-pots for the gamesters 
Wherein they cook the fat-humped camels. 

They give the sojourner a life of plenty 
And protect their friend when he is wronged. 

They were kings in their lands, 

They call for the sword when injustice is flagrant. 3 
They were kings over men — never by others 

Tell 4 about 'Ad and its peoples: 

Of Thamud and the survivors of Iram, 

Of Yathrib where they had built forts among the palms 

Saying, Off with you, and Come! 

They had what they wanted of wine and pleasure, 

Covered with thick leather. 

When we halted on the sides of SirSr 5 

They were scared by the speed of the horses 
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On our long, carefully tended mares 
Which were not out of condition from long stabling. 

Strong jointed like arrows, 

Kings when (others) behaved as tyrants in the land, 93* 

We came back with their Lading men 

And their women and children also were divided among the victors. 

We inherited their houses when they had gone 
And remained there as owners. 

When the rightly guided apostle brought us the truth 

Come and dwell with us. 

We bear witness that you are the slave of God 
Sent in light with an upright religion. 

We and our children are a protection for you 
And our wealth is at your disposal. 1 
Such are we if others give you the lie, 

So shrink not from proclaiming aloud, 

Proclaim what you have hidden 
Openly without concealing it.’ 

Thinking that he would be slain. 

We attacked them with our swords, 

Fighting the miscreants of the peoples in his defence 

Fine-edged, biting, cutting. 

Such have our nobles bequeathed us 
In ancestral glory and proud fame. 

When one passes another takes his place 


















then the ordinance of Islam one by one, alms, fasting, pilgrimage, : 

out these ordinances, and I will avoid what you have forbidden me 

camel. The apostle said, ‘If this man with the two forelocks is sine 
will go to Paradise.’ 

The man went to his camel, freed it from its hobble, and went ofl 
people, and when they gathered to him the first thing he said was 
evil are al-L3t and al-'Uxzi!’ 1 ‘Heavens above, pimam,’ they said, ‘I 
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hands of the Arabs when we are a people with a greater kingdom, a larger 


stronger country ? By God, ' 





land of Syria, 1 while what was beyond the Pass meant Sha’m. They said, 
of Sha’m? By God, we will never do ’it.’ At this refusal he said, ‘You will 

down on the Pass facing Sha’m and said, ‘Farewell for the last time, O 
land of Syria.’ Then he rode off rapidly to Constantinople. 

The apostle sent ShujS' b. Wahb, brother of B. Asad b. Khuzayma, to 
al-Mundhir b. al-Harith b. Abu Shimr al-Ghassani, lord of Damascus. 

(f. via Salama: The apostle sent 'Amr b. Umayya al-Pamri to the T- 1569 

king of Abyssinia, Peace. I praise Allah unto you the King, the Holy, 
the Peace, the Faithful, the Watcher, 1 and I bear witness that Jesus son 
of Mary is the spirit of God and His word which He cast to Mary the 
Virgin, the good, the pure, so that she conceived Jesus. God created him 
from His spirit and His breathing as He created Adam by His hand and 
His breathing. I call you to God the Unique without partner and to 

for I am the apostle of God. I have sent to you my nephew Ja’far with a 
haughtiness, for I invite you and your armies to God. I have accomplished 


The Negus replied: . . . ‘From the Negus al-A?ham b. Abjar, Peace 
of heaven and earth he is not one scrap more than what you say. We know 


that with which you were sent to us and we have entertained your nephew 

firming (those before you). I have given my fealty to you and to your 
nephew and I have surrendered myself through him to the Lord of the 




ieuer to me aposue oraenng mm to go with them to Uhosroes. He told 
Babawayh to go to this man’s country and speak to him and then come back 
and report. When they got as far as al-JS’if they found some men of 
Quraysh in (wadi) Nakhb and inquired about him. They told them that he 
was in Medina. They rejoiced at meeting these men, saying, ‘This is 
good news, for Chosroes king of kings is moved against the man and you 
will be rid of him.’ 

The two men came to the apostle and Babawayh told him that Shahan- 
shah king of kings Chosroes had written to the governor 2 Badhan ordering 
him to send men to bring him to him and that they had been sent to take 

behalf and keep him from him; but if he refused to come he knew what 

They had come in to the apostle’s presence with shaven beards and long 
moustaches, so that he could not bear to look at them. He advanced on 
them and said, ‘Who ordered you to do this?’ To which they replied, 
‘Our Lord’ meaning Chosroes. The apostle answered, ‘But my Lord 

News came from heaven to the apostle to the effect that God had given 
Shirawayh power over his father Chosroes and he had killed him on a 
T- 1574 certain night of a certain month at a certain hour. Thereupon he sum- 

you and tell the king of it?’ He said, ‘Yes^ tell him that from me and tell 



... ... _ -• said, ‘Without < 

apostle,' and he became a Muslim as did the Persians with him in the T- >575 

The men of Himyar used to call Kharkhasrah ‘Dhu’l-Mi jaza’ because 
of the girdle which the apostle gave him, because ‘girdle’ in the Himyarl 
tongue is mi'jaza. To this day his sons keep the nickname. Babawayh 
said to Badhan, ‘I never spoke to a man for whom I felt more respectful 
awe.’ BadhSn inquired, ‘Did he have any police with him ?’ He answered No. 


The apostle took part personally in twenty-seven (X. six) 1 raids: 
Waddan which was the raid of al-Abwa\ 



Dhatu’l-Riqa' of Nakhl. 
The last battle of Badr. 
Dumatu’l - J and al. 
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bring it down 
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IBN HISHAM’S NOTES 
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36. qift >« a document, cf. SOra 38. 15 ‘Bring us our written fate quickly’. 
[This comment is omitted in C., but it certainly belongs to the text because 
A.Dh. in his commentary explicitly refers to it.] 

37- Thaqlf is Qasiy b. Munabbih b. Bakr b. Hawazin b. Tkrima b. Khasafa 
b. Qays b. 'Aylan b. Mudar b. Nizar b. Ma'add b. 'Adnan. 

38. AbQ 'Ubayda the grammarian quoted to me the verses of PirSr b. 
al-Khattib al-Fihrl: 

Thaqlf fled to their Lit temple 
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aylid al-Hudhall. 

'Abdu’l-Rahman b. Abu Sa'id al-Khudri froxr 
al-Khudri said that "Utba b. Aba Waqqas pelted 
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ADDENDA 




















